Managing Yap’s Volcanic 5oils

The Problem

chraclecl Volcanic Savanna Soils

¥ Volcanic soils are casﬂg c]cgrac]cc]

v | oss of toPsofl causes soil clcgraclation
and can lead to uncontrollable erosion

v Sma“ amounts of nutrients and high
aciditg prevent Plants from growing

v chrac]cc] lands support ferns and are

cha“cnging to farm or grow trees
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Hcalthg Forest Soll Unhcalthg Savanna Hoil

Add mulch to soil surface

Protect topsoﬂ from erosion

Build Soil Organic Matter

v ch soil does not hold nutrients for Plants
v Black soil does hold nutrients for Plants

v" Add mulch (tree leaves etc.) to soil
surface to make topsoil

Add Nutrients, Protect Topsoil

v Mulch dccomposcs to rclcasc nutrients

v Mulch kccps soil covered to prevent erosion
v |t's easier to protect existing toPsoiI than to
make new topsoil

v Sgnthctic fertilizer may be used if available

Reduce Aciclitg
v  Add lime G:incig grouncl coral) to

improve soil for crops

v AcH crushed coral at a rate of about
one 3 ga"on bucket (40 Pounds) fora
100 foot row

v Coral adds Plant nutrients



